ESCUELA DE ADULTOS SOMONTANO
ESPA 4
INGLÉS

EXERCISES PAST TENSE TO BE
A. Match the sentences in column A with the one in column B:

A





1. When were you in Zaragoza?

2. Where were you last night?

3. How old was Tom in 2015?

4. Was Michael Jackson an actor?

B





a) I was at home.

b) No, he was a pop singer.

c) He was 24 years old.

d) Two months ago.

B. Complete these sentences with was / were / wasn’t / weren’t:

1. The weather .................... good in London last month, it .................. cold and rainy. 
2. Emma …………. really sick last week, she .................... in bed at home.
3. Jack ……………. very happy yesterday because his car ................. broken. 
4. This mobile phone cost me only 80 euros, it ................... very expensive. 

5. The horror film .................... really scary, it ................... boring. 

6. When I .................. a child, computers ....................... really big and slow.
7. Luke couldn’t drive in 2019 because he ..................... 18 years old. 
8. We …...……… at home this morning because we .................. in the supermarket.
C. Fill in with the present or past of the verb to be:

1. Linda …..…..… usually tired after work. 

2. Why ……..……Sally so angry yesterday?
3. My parents ……………. in London last summer. 

4. The bus station …..……… quite far from the school. 

5. It …………… cold in April last year. 

6. We …………… at home right now. 

7.  ……………. Helen at the cinema last Monday? 

8. One year ago my friends and I …………. on holiday in Cuba. 

9. My grandmother …………….80 years old now. 

10. Julian …………. 23 years old in 2010. 
11. In Switzerland, trains ................ never late.

12. This restaurant ................ open when I ................ a child. 
D. Complete with there was / there were in the affirmative, negative or interrogative form:

1.
.............................. many people in the supermarket yesterday?

2.
............................. any cheese inside the fridge.

3.
............................. some cats in my garden last night.

4.
.............................. a computer in the classroom?

5.
.............................. some paintings on the wall in my grandparents’ living room.

6.
.............................. many trees in the park near my house.

7.
............................. anybody at the school last month.
8.
…………………… a terrible accident on this road one year ago. 

E. Translate these sentences into English: 
· Mi hermano no estaba muy contento en su antiguo trabajo.
…………………………………………………………………..
· No había ninguna tienda abierta el domingo pasado. 
……………………………………………………..

· ¿Dónde estabas ayer por la mañana?  Estaba en casa de mis abuelos. 
…………………………………………………..……………………………..
· Marc llegó tarde al examen de historia porque no había buses. 
………………………………………………...……………………..
· ¿Cuántos años tenías en 2011?
………………………………………………..

· ¿Hubo algún problema durante el partido de fútbol?
…………………………………………………………..

READING
1
Read the e-mail. Then correct the five false sentences below. 

	Hi Jenny,

I went to an incredible concert in the park last night. Our park is a popular place for concerts because it’s very big. It was crowded because the concert wasn’t expensive. My friends and I went early. We wanted to be near the music, but there were hundreds of teenagers there and everyone wanted to be near the musicians.

At the concert, different bands played. The first band played reggae music. It was terrible. Then there was a jazz band. A boy in the band played the saxophone. I don’t know his name, but he was fantastic! Later, there was a hip-hop band and a pop band. We all danced, sang and had fun. We came home after midnight!

Write soon,

Tom
	(

	
	

	
	(

	(
	
	(
	



1.
Tom went to the concert a week ago.


2.
There weren’t many people because the concert was expensive.


3.
The reggae band was great.


4.
A famous musician played the saxophone.


5.
Tom went home at 11 o’clock.

WRITING
Choose a place you visited some weeks or months ago (it can be a town, a friend’s house, etc.) and write a description in the past using was / were, there was / there were, some / any… etc. 

